
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Note:  The “Around our 

Diocese” newsletter was not 

available at the printing of this 

Tower.  Watch for its arrival on 

the table in the narthex. 
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Join us for our first Neighbor Night! 

 

St. John‘s is excited to announce a community-wide 

Neighbor Night on September 22 from 6:00-8:15 

pm.  All ages and generations are welcome, 

memberships, neighbors, the community, and 

friends – and consider inviting a friend.  ALL ARE 

WELCOME!  We are looking to offer ways that St. 

John‘s can celebrate being together, growing in fellowship and building 

upon neighborly discipleship.  Oh, and pizza is on the menu! 

 

The theme for September‘s Discipleship Night will be ―Playing Games.‖  

Some of the games and activities will invite all ages together.  Some of the 

activities will split up into different groups – including a teen youth group 

and a preteen group.  Our hope is to also offer nursery care. 

 

Come on out, invite a friend, and let‘s celebrate together, with games and 

pizza and prayer! 

 

Special thanks to all involved facilitating and planning our first Neighbor 

Night! 

 

    

 

       All Call!  Time to Enroll! 
 

       Sunday School starts on Sunday, September 12                

  at 9:15 am! 
 

Yes, it‘s that time of the year!  St. John‘s Sunday School 

will begin September 12 at 9:15 am!  To enroll, please 

sign-up on the clipboard or contact the office.  Sunday School is especially 

for ages 3 to 10.  Katharine Schmidt will again graciously facilitate 

Sunday School for the 2010-2011 school year.  Our Sunday School will be 

looking for additional aids to help in reaching out to our youth – as our 

Sunday School is growing.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday. 
 

As our Sunday School numbers increase, a Sunday School planning 

ministry has been called to discuss and plan curriculum and instruction for 

2011-2012.  These are wonderful things to consider as St. John‘s 

continues to invest in its future.   
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By this shall all know that 

you are my disciples, if 

you have love – one to 

another.   

                    - John 13:35 

 



 

 
Tuesday, September 7

th
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Coming:   

Pet Blessing 

and Mass on 

the Grass! 
 

 

St. John‘s will once again offer 

the St. Francis‘ Day Blessing of 

the Animals here at St. John‘s on 

Saturday, October 2, at 5 pm.   
 

The Feast of St. Francis will be 

celebrated the following day 

(Sunday, October 3) with a joint 9 

am Mass on the Grass tentatively 

at Kardzhali Park, north and 

adjacent to Nibco Park in 

downtown Elkhart – weather 

permitting.  If the weather is 

inclement, we will still worship 

together indoors at St. John‘s. 
 

As a part of the celebration – 

outdoors or not – St. John‘s is 

considering offering a ministry 

fair – to help make us aware of 

the many different ministries 

active through St. John‘s.   
 

Stay tuned! 

 
 
 

Dear Staff and Congregation:  
 

I am writing to advise you that I have been transferred from Beardsley 

Elementary Title I parent support program effective August 13, 2010.  It 

has been my pleasure to collaborate with such an exceptional community 

church as St. John‘s.     
 

Your gracious support of parents and students at Beardsley is reflected 

throughout the school year with not only the CARES mentors, but the 

gathering of much needed school supplies for students and teachers, 

financial assistance for our families‘ at their most difficult times, grant 

writing to fund such important programs as ―Pack a back-pack through 

Northern Indiana Food Bank.     
 

Jan Beutter Beardsley School Social Worker coordinates CARES with 

Dave Lehman as community liaison.  DeShawn Barnes will be on staff to 

assist you as parent support coordinator at Beardsley.  I know that you will 

welcome her as you did me. Thank you very much for your kindness and 

continued support of these necessary programs.  
 

A heartfelt thank you for making getting a good education priority in 

Elkhart!   
 

Theresa Maier 

Parent Support Coordinator 

Elkhart Community Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Spotlight 

 
Pastoral Care Ministry 

 

This ministry is centered on the needs of the shut-in members of our 

congregation.  These needs include: 

 

 Lay Eucharistic Visitor 

 Prayer Shawls 

 Altar flower delivery after the 10:00 mass 

 Home visits, phone calls, and holiday greeting cards 

 Distribution of lilies (after Easter) and poinsettias (after 

Christmas), requiring help from all who are able. 

 Assisting Fr. Dan with a group Eucharist monthly at Hubbard Hill 

and Eastlake Terrace. 

 

The goal of this ministry is to keep our shut-in members in the minds and 

hearts of the congregation.  Though they are unable to attend weekly 

services, they are not forgotten.  Any questions or interest in joining us, 

please call Jan Mato at 522-4687. 
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A talent is formed in 

stillness, a character in 

the world's torrents.   

                   - Goethe 

 

 

Character is much better kept than recovered.    - Thomas Paine 

 



 
St. John’s will be doing some 

neighborhood walks.  If you are 

interested in volunteering and/or 

have questions, please contact Fr. 

Dan or call Bonnie Jacobs at 343-

7128. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Excitable 

Archives 
 

Over many 

years now, St. John‘s has spent 

much time and effort organizing 

our archives, especially through 

the help of Ann Turnock and 

Victoria Waters.  We are very 

thankful for their ministry. 

 

In August of this year, our 

diocesan archivist, John Beatty 

and his wife Amy of Trinity Fort 

Wayne, collected some of our 

major records, including our pre-

1960s Church Registers.  These 

records will be copied twice.  One 

copy will rest in a fire-safe vault 

at the Fort Wayne Library 

archive.  St. John‘s will receive 

the originals and a second copy 

for our own storage and use.  This 

service is provided through the 

Diocese of Northern Indiana to 

help preserve our records.  

Special thanks to Ann Turnock 

who assisted the Beatty‘s in their 

collection.   

 

Prayer Bible Study 

 

As one of the representatives for Congregational Development Institute 

through the Diocese,  we were given an assignment to develop a project 

which would help promote spiritual growth within our congregations.   

The project that I chose was to introduce a Prayer Bible Study this 

summer. 

 

Seven of us met for seven weeks to explore many facets of prayer, using a 

formal study guide---PRAYER An Adventure with God.  On completion 

of the study guide, the Keirsey Temperament Sorter, a self-administered 

personality test was made available to those who wished to take it.  There 

is a theory by Chester P. Michael and Marie C. Norrisey in Prayer and 

Temperament—Different Prayer Forms for Different Personality Types, 

that certain personality types thrive on certain prayer forms.  This close fit 

is believed to promote spiritual growth and fulfillment.    

 

Our final session had Fr. Dan presenting a ―prayer lab‖, instructing the 

group on a variety of prayer forms.  The consensus was that we all learned 

a great deal from this study and the presentation. 

 

If there are questions, please call Jan Mato at 522-4687. 

 

 

 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

 

The Episcopal Church Women exists to support all 

women in their mission and ministry in the world. 

 

Our next ECW event will be on Tuesday, September 14
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  The 

program will be a video presentation of the musical ―Two by Two‖; 

starring our very own LaVerne Herzberg.  This is the story of God 

appearing to Noah and requesting the building of the Ark and Noah‘s 

initial reluctance to do so.  Please come, bring a friend, as hors d‘oeuvres 

and dessert will be provided.  This promises to be a fun evening. 

 

We shall meet again in October on Saturday the 23
rd

.  There will be 

breakfast at 9:00 a.m. followed by a business meeting, and then a time for 

prayer and meditation in the chapel.  The business meeting will include 

the election of officers.  If anyone is interested in running for an office, 

please call Denise Thain at 875-8136. 

 

There will be reminders for these events and any others through 

announcements in the Tower and Sunday bulletins.  Please take note and 

plan to become part of this very worthwhile group. 

 

Remember ï your participation will make a difference! 
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A religion that gives 

nothing, costs nothing, and 

suffers nothing, is worth 

nothing.   

                 -Martin Luther 

 



Vestry Meeting Highlights 

August, 2010 

 

Fr. Dan opened with prayer. 

 

What ministries do we do at St. 

John‘s? The vestry answered 

around the table. 

 

Fr Dan led the discussion of the 

following: 

 

• The Mutual Ministry Review 

with Canon Silla.  During the 

review, we looked at how well we 

are doing and what we would like 

to do better. Canon Silla was very 

explicit that she wanted to know 

what our two main strengths are.  

The vestry agreed that it is 

worship and outreach, connection 

making/cohesion as a group. 

 

• The Back to School BBQ on 

August 29.  

 

• Outreach Pack-A-Backpack 

program. 

 

• Food Pantry reports up to 70 + 

clients on Wednesdays.  They 

could use more volunteers on 

Wednesday and Saturday. 

 

• Calendar for September 

 

• Finance Committee-budget 

ministry has been meeting for 

next year‘s budget. 

 

• Sunday School and Adult 

Christian Formation will begin 

September 12. 

 

• November 14 will be 

Consecration Sunday.  

 

• New sound system - how it 

sounded?   Discussion followed, 

ideas were given to improve and 

reduce rustling sounds. 

 

 

From the Senior Warden 

 

The vestry met in early August to conduct a review of our ministries 

which included looking at what we do well and what would we like to do 

better.  During discussion, one vestry member shared that the ministry he 

was actively involved in was doing well.  However, he was disappointed 

that more parishioners were not involved in that ministry or volunteering 

to become involved.  This was a highly visible ministry and they had 

published requests for more volunteers and posted sign-up sheets and they 

were not seeing parishioners offer to participate. 

 

Another vestry member made the suggestion that they try reaching out 

with a personal invitation to join in the ministry.  This vestry member 

went on to explain that he was involved in a ministry he never considered 

joining.  However, someone extended a personal invitation that he 

accepted and found that he really enjoyed the ministry.  Almost everyone 

present related that they were involved in some form of ministry or 

activity because someone extended a personal invitation to join in.  A 

common thread was that the person inviting them to join was excited 

about what they were doing and wanted to share that excitement with the 

person they were inviting. 

 

I know from personal experience that I am more inclined to ask someone 

to join me when I am excited about an activity and that person is more 

likely to accept the invitation if they sense my excitement.  I also know 

that asking for the sake of asking or asking because you need a warm body 

doesn‘t work.  Last week I worked at Susannah‘s Kitchen with Ora Mato.  

Ora told me about the Thursday morning Bible Study he had attended that 

morning and how much he enjoyed the fellowship.  He said that he 

thought I would enjoy it and invited me to join some time.  As a result, I 

plan to go and see what it is all about. 

 

I think there are a lot of exciting activities going on at St. John‘s today.  I 

would like to invite all of you to invite someone to join you in the activity 

that excites you.    

 

Charlie Moore 
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Kierkagaard in "And I looked around and nobody was laughing" says 

this, "I went into church and sat on the velvet pew.  I watched as the 

sun came shining through the stained glass windows.  The minister 

dressed in a velvet robe opened the golden gilded Bible, marked it with 

a silk bookmark and said, "If any man will be my disciple, said Jesus, 

let him deny himself, take up his cross, sell what he has, give it to the 

poor, and follow me."  

 



 

News from the Pantry Shelves 

 

The first 6 months of 2010 have continued to show growth and success for 

St. John‘s Pantry.  We are now open each Wednesday and Saturday 

morning from 8:30 – 10:00 and allow clients to visit twice per month.  

Currently we feed nearly 100 families per week with a goal of 150.   

In addition to the generous private donations (both food and monetary) 

from parishioners and friends, we have been awarded a total of $16,000 

through government/private grants and gifts in kind of $9,000.  Because of 

these monies, we are not only able to fund our Pantry, but also assist some 

worthy Elkhart agencies serving Women & Children, most notably… 

 

 Funding a Back Pack Program to feed 50 impoverished children at 

Monger School. 

 Partnering with St. John‘s Outreach committee by providing the 

funding for a Back Pack Program to help feed an additional 50 

impoverished children at Beardsley School.   

 Partnering with the YMCA Wanke Children‘s Program to provide 

powdered milk and healthy nutritional bars for daily snacks.  This 

program was recently extended to the Y‘s Summer Children 

Program. 

 

      In other news…  

 

 We now have many volunteers from outside of our parish, some 

being clients and neighbors.  In fact, on most Wednesday and 

Saturday mornings, they outnumber the parish volunteers! 

 The ―Blanket Ladies‖ continues to contribute up to 40 quilted 

blankets per month to our ministry which we then distribute to the 

children of our clients. 

 We‘ve computerized our operation and are now able maintain our 

Client Reports as well as track and report our USDA inventories 

electronically.   This will also help us to be more efficient as we 

grow and to ensure good stewardship of funds. 

 

We would like to thank God for smiling on us and for each of you for 

giving of your time, talent and treasure.  Most importantly, we thank you 

for your prayers…we believe our Lord has heard them and acted in these 

difficult times. 

 

Thank you on behalf of St. John‘s Pantry Volunteers and Friends, 

 

Charlie Goethals, Director 

 

 

Pantry needs:   
Toilet Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags (we‘ll take 

paper too!). 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Body Divided –  

A Presentation on 

the Struggles in the 

Anglican Tradition 

and Healing Service 
 

On Sunday, September 26 at 5 

pm, Fr. Dan will tentatively offer 

a presentation sketching the 

historic issues and tensions that 

have led up to recent controversial 

events in The Episcopal Church 

and The Anglican Communion.  

The purpose of the presentation is 

educational and informative and 

not a discussion or debate.  The 

presentation will focus primarily 

on ecclesiastical and historical 

events and narratives that have 

been ongoing in our church 

tradition.  The presentation is not 

a theological or political 

discourse.   

 

The presentation will be included 

in a prayer service for Healing.  

Refreshments will follow. 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in 

October, St. John’s 

will offer a new 

formation ministry 
for all, including 

those seeking more information 

about our traditions.  
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Perspective 
 

Just as one person‘s junk is 

another person‘s treasure; 

So, one person‘s work is 

another person‘s pleasure. 

               ðPeggy Ferrell 

 



 

   Ἢ Christian Symbols Ἢ 

 

 
Oil 

 

In the Old Testament, oil 

symbolized consecration to God. 

The temple altar and king‘s heads 

were anointed with oil to set them 

apart as holy. In the New 

Testament, oil often represented 

the Holy Spirit. Jesus and his 

followers were anointed for their 

ministries (see Luke 4:18 and 

Acts 10:38). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Please volunteer to be a host 

and bring goodies to the coffee 

hour.  If you would like to 

volunteer for a Sunday now and 

then, sign up on the sheet posted 

in the Common Room.  
 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Sept 5 Open 

Sept 12 Open 

Sept 19 Open 

Sept 26 Open 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from the Music Director 

 

St. John‘s Parishioners, 
 

I want to thank each of you for your warm welcome to me and my family 

over the last few weeks. Your warmness noticeably eased our transition to 

a new place. September is arriving soon, and with it, the choir will be 

starting a new school year. I would like to cordially invite anyone who has 

interest to consider singing with the choir. You needn‘t have any particular 

singing experience, or feel that you have a ‗beautiful‘ voice. We will be 

working on sight-singing, vocal production (that is, the art of making your 

voice sound wonderful) and choral singing skills from the first day, and all 

from a basic level. Also, if you are high-school or college-age, I would 

urge you to consider joining the choir. This is a perfect time to develop 

singing at music-reading skills which will serve you well for the rest of 

your lives. 
 

Our weekly practices will be on Wednesday evenings (starting at 7:00 pm) 

and on Sunday morning (between masses at 9:15 am). The first rehearsal 

of the season will be on Wednesday, September 8. If you have any interest 

at all, I hope you will talk to me on a Sunday after mass, or you can 

contact me by email (justinmappel@gmail.com) or phone (509-885-8300). 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Blessings,  

Justin Appel 

 

 

 

The next Women’s Bible Study begins September 9
th 

on 

Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Common Room.  This 

study will be Here and Nowé There and Then, by Beth 

Moore.  A study of the Book of Revelation, Beth teaches 

that God is as specific about what He does reveal as He is 

about what He does not reveal.  The workbooks for this study are $9.00 

each.  Call Lori Purdie at 293-9554 to reserve a book. 

 

 

NOOMA Dates 
 

The Nooma series will continue for the rest of the year.  If you‘ve yet to 

attend, please consider.  Just bring yourself, or if you can, a friend.  

PLEASE NOTE:  Beginning in September, Nooma will switch to the third 

Sunday and following Wednesday of the month, as listed below: 
 

Sunday, Sept. 19 at 9:15 am  Sunday, Oct. 17 at 9:15 am 

Wednesday, Sept. 22 at 9:45 am Wednesday, Oct. 20 at 9:45 am 
 

Sunday, Nov. 21 at 9:15 am  Sunday, Dec. 19 at 9:15 am 

Wednesday, Nov. 24 at 9:45 am Wednesday, Dec. 22 at 9:45 am 

 

All are welcome. 
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The Spirit produces love, 

joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, humility, and 

self-control.  There is no 

law against such things as 

these.   

    Galatians 5:22-23 GNB 
 



 

Got a recipe you’d like to share?   

 

Fall is coming with the holidays not far behind.  

I‘m sure there are lots of great and tasty dishes 

out there just waiting to be shared.   

 

 

Here are a couple of yummy recipes from Ellie Tom.  Thanks Ellie! 
 

Chocolate Zucchini Cake 

(from ―The Best of Byerly‘s‖ recipe book) 

 

½ c butter or margarine, softened ½ c unsweetened cocoa powder 

½ c vegetable oil   1 tsp baking soda 

1 ¾ c sugar    1 tsp salt 

1 tsp vanilla    ½ tsp baking powder 

2 eggs    2 cups coarsely shredded zucchini (2 med) 

½ c buttermilk    ½ c chocolate chips   

2 ½ cups flour    ½ c chopped nuts 

 

1.  Grease and flour 9 x 13 pan.  Preheat oven to 325 F. 

2.  Cream butter, oil and sugar.  Blend in vanilla, eggs & buttermilk. 

3.  Combine dry ingredients, stir into creamed mixture.  Add zucchini. 

4.  Pour into prepared pan, sprinkle with chocolate chips and nuts. 

5.  Bake until test done with wooden toothpick, about 50 minutes.   

Cool on wire rack. 

 

* * *  

Zucchini Soup 

 

1 lb sweet Italian sausage  1 ½ tsp basil 

2 c chopped celery   ¼ tsp garlic powder 

1- 46 oz can tomato juice  6 sm fresh zucchini, sliced 

1 c Onion, chopped   1 green pepper, chopped small 

1 tsp each salt, sugar, oregano, thyme 

 

3. Remove casing from sausage, brown with celery and onions.  

Drain.    

     Put in large sauce pan. 

2.  Add tomato juice and seasonings, simmer about 20 minutes. 

3.  Add zucchini and green pepper, bring to boil, simmer about 30  

     minutes. 

 

Note: This soup is actually better the 2
nd

 day…and it also freezes well. 
 

 

Please submit your recipe to the parish office by the Towerôs deadline date 

(posted on the enclosed calendar each month).  You can either: 
1
Place it in the offering plate on Sunday; 

2
Mail it to the parish 

office; 
3
E-mail it to parishoffice2000@yahoo.com; or 

4
bring it in and I‘ll 

make a copy, saving you time in re-writing it.    Becky 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The October Tower 

Deadline is on 

Monday, September 

20
th

.  Please have 

your articles in to 

the parish office by 

the end of that day. 
   

Tower Assemblers please note:  
The assembly of the October 

Tower will be on Wednesday, 

September 29
th

 after the 9:00 a.m. 

mass. 

 

 

Worship service 

total attendance 
 

 2010 2009 

Proper 13 132 101 

Proper 14 108 85 

Proper 15 119 82 

Proper 16 91 93 
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Surely what a man does when 

he is taken off his guard is the 

best evidence for what sort of 

man he is. If there are rats in a 

cellar, you are most likely to 

see them if you go in very 

suddenly. But the suddenness 

does not create the rats; it only 

prevents them from hiding. In 

the same way, the suddenness 

of the provocation does not 

make me ill-tempered; it only 

shows me what an ill-tempered 

man I am.  

                             - C. S. Lewis 

 

 

Character may be manifested 

in the great moments, but it 

is made in the small ones.   

                 - Phillips Brooks 

 



 

Kids Page 
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The Restless Rector’s Requite 

 

September is the time when churches celebrate the beginning and the revival of various ministry 

programs.  Instead of listing them all here or sharing the many reasons why our various 

ministries are fantastic and that you should consider being involved – I urge you to explore the 

many other articles and calendar entries that do just that.   

 

Consider following me on a journey for a moment by this simple question:  Why should I be involved in my 

church (besides Sunday morning)? 

 

To answer that question we should really ask another question:  Is church really just about Sunday morning?   

 

For some yes and we should celebrate the fact that people come to worship with us on Sunday morning.  As 

many have noticed, we should celebrate the fact that our attendance has increased.  Great.  Wonderful.  We 

need to celebrate the fact that more people are celebrating the Sunday Eucharist with us. 

 

That doesn‘t really answer the second question.  Is church really just about Sunday morning?  It‘s certainly not 

about statistics.  It‘s not about beefing up membership and it‘s definitely not about money.  As we know and 

say, the church is more than a building.  It‘s the Body of Christ coming together.  We‘ve heard it expressed 

many ways that our faith is not something to be practiced as 1) a shoe-box hobby exercised when we feel like it 

or 2) as a civic write-off to let others know that we‘re modestly, decent folk.   

 

Churches that grow are churches that are healthy and churches that are healthy are churches that transform lives.  

Sounds like a slogan, eh?  The spiritual writer Eugene Peterson once compared churches to plants.  This might 

sound odd, but it‘s true.  Plants don‘t stagnate.  They‘re either growing to the sun and water or they‘re starving 

and dying; one or the other.  This is true of churches.  We are either reaching out to be fed by the Son in the 

promises of the waters of baptism – or we‘re starving.  There is no stagnation – because stagnation really means 

death.   

 

Churches that feed on the Word and allow others that opportunity are more than just Sunday morning churches.  

Using food as an illustration, Sunday morning is the big feast.  We come to be fed together.  Yet, we need more 

than one meal a week to sustain us.  This doesn‘t mean we need to be involved in everything.  The church is full 

of gluttons too.  There‘s a healthy balance.  Consider your own involvement:  are you feasting or fasting or 

being a glutton?  Is God challenging you in your stagnation?  Is God beckoning you to back off?   Is God 

nudging you to try something new?  Is God comforting you to try again something familiar but with a new 

spice? 

 

Churches that experience transformation, health, and growth do so by providing many ways to celebrate and 

feast together.  Some churches find this difficult – when the only way to experience guests and new comers in 

worship is only through Sunday morning.  Likewise, some churches struggle because they offer many 

community programs that have very little to do with being fed by the Son.  Outside programs can be wonderful 

additions but that doesn‘t equate to transformation through Word and Sacrament.   

 

Let‘s go back to that first question:  why should I be involved in my church?  For the simple reason the church 

needs you, but likewise, we need the church.  We are the church.  The church cannot exist without our 

involvement – with people sharing of their ministries.  If we claim to be transformed – if we tell others in the 

community that we‘re Christians and we go to that downtown church with the big tower – then we will be 

perceived and even judged by others by our own involvement.  Are we an exciting, dynamic church that 

transforms people‘s lives through discipleship?  Or are we an exclusive club with thinning membership because 

no one really remembers why we go in the first place – and you can even smell the stagnation?  Or to use the 

plant metaphor – you can even smell the rot. (contôd next page) 
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I don‘t mean to be provocative.  I mean to be honest.  Replace the word ―involvement‖ with the word 

―character.‖  Why should I be a character in my church?  And by character, we hopefully mean a virtuous one.   

Sadly, too many churches can foster toxic character traits – like poison ivy growing on a beautiful oak tree.  To 

counter this, perhaps we should paraphrase JFK:  ―Ask not what that church can DO for me, but what can I BE 

for the church.‖  Our character as individual believers becomes the church‘s character as a whole.  Virtue and 

character – all we do and become as committed Christians – that‘s discipleship.  That‘s our call together to be 

involved.  It can even surprise us. 

 

A nice place to end this reflection would be an inspiring story.  Instead, I offer a challenge.  The next time we 

turn on the news, go on-line, or read a newspaper – can we find stories that inspire and surprise us – stories of 

character and discipleship, compassion and humility, of faith and devotion – that need to be shared?  Can we 

look inside and find our own stories to share? 

 

Fr. Dan+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Green Thumb Club is in need of 1 gallon (or larger) plastic containers that plants come in.  Please bring 

any you may have that are not being used to the church.  You can place them behind the bushes, under the 

windows on the left side of the back door.  Thank you!  
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The Green Thumb Club is sponsoring another Fall Mum Fundraiser for ongoing projects 

this year (order form below).  Additional order forms are available on the table at the back of 

the sanctuary.   

 The Green Thumb Club 
 

Fall Mum Fundraiser - 2010 

 

Mum Color # of Mums $ Amount 
 

The cost each is $5.00.  Please make 

check payable to St. Johnôs Episcopal 

Church and write ―Mums‖ on the memo 

line of your check.  You can put your 

check in the offering plate or mail it in to 

the office. 

 

The deadline for turning your order form 

in is Sunday, September 12.   

 

Your potted mums will be ready for pick-

up on Sunday, September 19
th

 from 9 

a.m. – Noon. 
 

Dark Lavender   

Light Lavender   

Pink   

Orange   

Red   

Rust    

White   

Yellow   

   Total Mums Ordered _________     Total Paid $__________ 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________ Phone Number:  ____________________ 

Thank you for supporting the ongoing projects of The Green Thumb Club of the Episcopal Church of St. 

John the Evangelist, Elkhart, Indiana.  

 



 

 
 

September Anniversaries  
Charlie & Brenda Goethals 9-09  Steve & Kathy Sponseller 9-25 

 

September Birthdays  
Ron Longbrake 9-01  Carrie Klemm 9-17 

Denise Thain 9-03  Jessie Sponseller 9-18 

Larry Schalliol 9-05  Jeff Straight 9-20 

Kathy Sponseller 9-06  Peggy Row 9-21 

Jack Turnock 9-10  Harold Helser 9-22 

Coleman Weaver 9-11  Edward Welter 9-22 

Jack Paulen 9-12  Andrew Mashala 9-24 

Jeremiah Repp 9-13  James Piechorowski 9-25 

Cleone Davidson 9-14  John Thain 9-27 

Zach Andrews 9-16  Judy Gill 9-29 

Haley Warstler 9-16    

If you don’t see your anniversary or birthday listed, please call the parish office to correct the database.

 

 
 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. John the Evangelist 

226 West Lexington Avenue 

Elkhart, IN  46516-3128 

Office:  574-295-1725 

Fax:  574-295-1744 

 

E-Mails: 
 

Rector:  The Rev. Daniel Repp 

fr.repp@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Administrator:  

Mrs. Rebecca Martin 

parishoffice2000@yahoo.com 

 

Director of Music: Mr. Justin 

Appel justinmappel@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Please keep the following people in your daily 

prayers. 

 

For our children: Wilmer Javier and Jensy. 

 

For those in the Armed Forces: Jeffrey Bennet, 

Jason Carroll, Robert Stout, David Thain, Steve 

Weld, and Griffin. 
 

For those who are ill or have a special need or concern: Dick Cocks, 

Joan Combs, Rachael Evans, Mary Frederick, Judy Hendershot, Margie 

Paulen, Janet Pontius, Kaitlyn Robinson, Lorraine Row, Devon Smith, 

Gretchen Smith, Larry Smith, Merlin Truex, Deb Waterman, Betty Wiley, 

Stephen Wylder, Catherine Young, Beverly, Dara, Erica, Ethan, Jason & 

Danielle, Mark, Matthew, Mike, Nancy, Phil, Rachel, Sam, Alex, & 

Sophia. 
 

For our Vestry: 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on your  

Church and so guide the minds of those who make choices for your  

people and our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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―The greatness of God rouses fear within us, but his goodness 

encourages us not to be afraid of him. To fear and not be afraid — 

that is the paradox of faith.‖                                        —A.W. Tozer  

 

mailto:fr.repp@hotmail.com
mailto:parishoffice2000@yahoo.com


 

St. John‘s Episcopal Church 

226 West Lexington Avenue 

Elkhart, IN  46516-3128 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Labor Day thoughts 

 

On this Labor Day weekend, it‘s hard not to think about how unemployment has affected many people in our 

communities and churches. Congregations with unemployed members have a calling to help however they can. 

 

Some churches provide job fairs; some have regular meetings to help unemployed people cope. Some churches, 

like ours, provide food and other necessities. Those who can should hire an unemployed brother or sister in 

Christ at a fair wage. The entire congregation should pray regularly for unemployed people. 

 

Christians who‘ve lost their jobs should know they still have work to do. The church always needs volunteers, 

and unemployed people can serve the Lord and help the church‘s mission. 

 

Charles Wesley made every Christian‘s ―work‖ clear in his hymn ―A Charge to Keep I Have‖:  

 

     A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,  

     A never-dying soul to save and fit it for the sky,  

     To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill; 

     O may it all my powers engage to do my Master‘s will! 
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