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I suspect one of the greatest thank yous we can give God for our gifts of the Spirit are to use 

them together.  Ministry is not about giving or receiving.  Ministry is not about doing a job or 

for self-recognition.  Ministry is about building up GodΩs Kingdom together.  For those 

graduating and for those praying with them -- keep building. 

 

Fr. Dan+ 

 

 

More than a P.S. 

 

A critical gift given to us by God is the gift of music.  Music can bring people together in a 

way that is magical. If youΩre going to move cinder blocks, then letΩs at least sing praises!  

Sadly, our music director, Carrie Groenewold, will be leaving us at the end of July (see 

separate article). It has been a pleasure to know, serve, and minister with Carrie here at St. 

JohnΩs and in the wider community.  Her commitment, talent, and compassion for music 

ministry have inspired our worship, especially during a time of transition at St. JohnΩs.  She 

will be deeply missed but we are excited for her future.  We pray that her family continues to 

be blessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

    Thank you Choir 

 

 For the beautiful music on Sunday mornings, 

 For your dedication in attending rehearsals, 

 For inspiring us to lift our hearts, minds and 

 voices in singing praises to our Lord, 

 Choir, we thank you! 
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For many, late spring and the beginning of summer is a time when we celebrate 

graduations.  Graduations are wonderful moments to celebrate a loved oneôs major 

milestone. For those graduating, it is an overwhelming time. Itôs much like crossing a 

finish line.  You look back and realize what a journey youôve run. You look forward and 

you realize -- guess what.  Thereôs more ahead.  More questions.  More freedom.  More 

anxiety.  But the future remains.  For those not graduating but sitting back and lifting up 

those who are -- graduations can be bittersweet. Itôs a reminder that weôre not (that) 

young anymore.  Maybe we recall some of our once ambitions punctured by practicality.  

Maybe we recall ñglory daysò -- and that -- ñthey pass you by.ò Yet, graduation is for the 

ones graduating.  Regardless of where theyôve come from and where theyôre going ï itôs 

a time to take stock, embrace the moment -- and celebrate (responsibly!).  Part of the 

graduation ritual is giving (or receiving) gifts.  Cards with cash, cinder blocks for make-

shift college bookshelves, the overdone Oh the Places Youôll Go by Dr. Seuss, seem 

typical. Unlike Christmas gifts, only those whoôve already crossed the finished line and 

have tossed the tassel (ahem, graduating) receive them. 

 

This is surprisingly symbolic of Pentecost.  As we enter the Season following Pentecost, 

itôs important to remember saying, ñThank youò for the gifts that weôve received as a 

part of our embracing the moment called Christ.  In faith, weôve received so many gifts.  

Weôve crossed a spiritual finish line. Weôve graduated in our faith.  And the gifts seem 

bigger when we put them together on the table (aka, the church -- and the church is 

always thankful).  Yet, thereôs that moment when we open the gifts and realize -- gee, 

thatôs not what I really wanted.  I asked for a new computer and God gave me a cinder 

block.  God continues to laugh and cry with us.  Perhaps itôs Godôs ways of saying, 

ñYouôre welcome.ò 

 

The gifts of the Spirit that we receive may, at times, feel like cinder blocks. Theyôre 

heavy, cumbersome, and not very flashy.  ñWhy canôt I have a gift like so-and-so?  She 

gets to get her name in the paper for using her nice computer to help feed the needy?  All 

I got is a cinder block!ò  But thatôs the challenge that God gives us.  The gifts of the 

Spirit are the tools for ministry -- even cinder blocks.  If you feel that God has given you 

a spiritual cinder block, then consider how that block can be a part of your 

transformation -- and the transformation of others. Remember, Jesus transformed people 

through simple things like stories and fish and even spittle. The thing is -- if God 

symbolically gave a crowd of people cinder blocks as gifts -- imagine what they could 

build with them? 
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   Vestry Meeting    

    May 10, 2010 

 

Detailed highlights are posted on the 

bulletin board outside the parish office. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Fr. Dan gave a discussion of the results 

from the Kelrsey Temperament Sorter at 

the Vestry retreat.   

 

Joint Worship Service, a Celtic Mass, will 

be on June 13 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The April minutes accepted with this 

correction:  Correction of the dollar 

amount dispersed to the Childrenôs Back 

Pack Program.   

 

The roof repair is done and paid for.  The 

roofing company will be fixing a small 

leak at the back of the sacristy. 

 

Green Thumb Club clean-up day is on May 

22. 

 

Additional Maintenance ï clean up foyer 

and replace ceiling panels. 

 

The Freezer went bad in the kitchen.  A 

quote is coming from Higley Appliance.   

A discussion followed. 

Treasurerôs Report 

 Operating Fund - Year to date 

pledge receipts down from 

budgeted/projected.   

 Foundation Fund - consistent 

monthly cash flow.  We may not 

receive as much as budgeted.   

 

Rectors Report  

 Half Year observations: Third child 

come along and family dealt with 

swine flu. 

 Young families and kids are the 

priority at St. Johnôs. 

 Worship average attendance is 118.  

It was 104 last year. 

 During transition period, the make-

up of the congregation was looked 

at.  Reminderéthose who are 

homebound are still members of 

our church. 

 

Administrative 

 Website- working with Jon 

Anderson at the Diocese 

concerning some difficulties.  

Discussion followed. 

 The Sunday bulletins will change 

this summer.  We would like to try 

using straight letter sized paper 

with entire service included.  We 

will test the waters in June. 

 

Additional Decision 

 We believe the future of St Johnôs 

is building Families of Faith 

through inviting all to join us. 

 We are called to be good stewards. 

There needs to be a team. Dennis 

Beardall and Jeff Straight 

graciously accepted the call. 

 Wireless microphone broadcast 

changes - checking into what the 

cathedral is doing. June is the legal 

deadline.  

 We tentatively will not have a July 

Vestry meeting. 

 Carrie Groenewold is leaving us to 

pursue her graduate degree in 

Kansas. Notre Dame is looking for 

a grad internship. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

Summer Camp Space Still Available! 

 

Although the May 15th deadline for 

Summer Camp registration has passed, 

there is still room available for campers! 

Please pass this news along to any eligible 

child entering 3rd-9th grade in the Fall. 

Please also feel free to announce this to 

your parish this Sunday. Space is limited, 

so please email 

episcopalcamp2010@gmail.com or visit 

www.ednin.org for details! We will accept 

campers on a first-come basis until the age 

groups are filled! 

 

Thank you for your help to make this 

another amazing year of Summer Camp for 

the children of the Diocese! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Your Camp Directors 

(Tamisyn Grantz, Kim and Tim Gray) 

Open to all kids entering 3
rd

-9
th

 grade 

 

The Episcopal Diocese of Northern Indiana 

Summer Camp Presents 
 

water 

world  
 

come on,  

dive in! 
 

Summer Camp 2010 

June 13
th

 ï 19
th

  

 

 
 

 

Sr. High Camp is for those Youth who 

have completed 9th ï 12th Grades. 

 

The Diocese of Northern Indiana invites 

you to be a participant at 

 

ñThe Good Samaritanò 
 

The outcomes flowing from the Good 

Samaritan story are that a Christian 

leader... 

 

Sr. High Camp will take place  

July 4
th

 ï 10
th
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Walk Unafraid  

 

ñDark as my path may 

seem to others, I carry a 

magic light in my heart. 

Faith, the spiritual strong 

searchlight, illumines 

the way, and although 

sinister doubts lurk in 

the shadow, I walk 

unafraid toward the enchanted wood where 

the foliage is always green, where joy 

abides ... in the presence of the Lord.ò  

     ð Helen Keller 

 

 

On Sunday, June 13, at 9 pm, St. Johnôs 

will celebrate a combined Mass followed 

by a potluck facilitated by the St. Johnôs 

Youth Group.  St. Johnôs will celebrate a 

number of things, including:  the 

graduation of one of our own ï 

congratulations Carrie Klemm! 

 

 

Please sign-up to help at our June 13 

Celtic Mass pot-luck.  Many thanks to 

Bonnie Jacobs, youth group ministry, for 

coordinating this event!  Sign-up sheets are 

on the table in the hallway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship service total attendance 
 

 2010 2009 

Easter 5 111 129 

Easter 6 140 110 

Easter 7 111 93 

The Day of Pentecost 108 113 

 

 

Why Flag Day is 

important  

 

America was founded 

as a ñnation under 

God,ò and has been looked up to by other 

nations for over two hundred years. 

Unfortunately, other countries ð and some 

of our own citizens ð are disgruntled with 

America today. Even though our reputation 

has taken some hits, weôre still a strong 

country with high ideals and proud people.  

 

Thereôs a simple way you can help show 

that to the world ð by flying the flag. 

Every time you put a flag out, youôre 

saying, ñIôm an American and proud of 

what this flag represents.ò The flag stands 

for ñlife, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness,ò for religious freedom, and for 

other rights that many nations lack. The 

flag represents our history and our goals 

for a better future for all.  

 

Flag Day is celebrated each year on June 

14. Fly your flag high! 

 
 

St. Johnôs Prayer list 

 

Please keep the following people in your 

daily prayers. 

 

For our children : Wilmer Javier and 

Jensy. 

 

For those in the Armed Forces: Jeffrey 

Bennet, Jason Carroll, Robert Stout, David 

Thain, Steve Weld, and Griffin. 

 

For those who are ill or have a special 

need or concern: Toby Borneman, Dick 

Cocks, Mary Frederick, Charlie Hooper, 

Ray Horner, Pat LaBaw, Cheryl Miers, 

Don Miers, Janet Pontius, Kaitlyn 

Robinson, Lisa Robinson, Lorraine Row, 

Devon Smith, Gretchen Smith, Mitch 

Smith, Deb Waterman, Betty Wiley, Alice, 

Beverly, Dara, Melinda, Michelle, and 

Mike. 

 

For our Vestry:  

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  

Look graciously on your Church and so 

guide the minds of those who make 

choices for your people and our ministries; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please volunteer to be a host and bring 

goodies to the coffee hour.  If you would 

like to volunteer for a Sunday now and 

then, sign up on the sheet posted in the 

Common Room.  
 

 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 

(Please come early to brew coffee) 

June 6 Open 

June 13 Open 

June 20 Open 

June 27 Open 

 

Good humor is one of the best articles 

of dress one can wear in society.  

           ðWilliam Makepeace Thackeray 

I choose love é No occasion justifies 

hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness.  

                                      ðMax Lucado 
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The ñAround our Diocese newsletters 

for June and July will be available on the 

table at the back of the nave as they arrive. 

 

 

Bible Quiz 

 

Most Christians know 

the name of Jesusô 

earthly father, Joseph. 

But what was the name 

of Josephôs father?  

 

Choose the right name below:  

 

A. James  

B. David  

C. Jacob  

D. Josiah  
 

Answer: See page 13 

 

 

A prayer when challenged 

God of wisdom and love, help me and all 

others who are struggling with difficult 

circumstances find direction and strength 

to face our challenges. Give us the 

assurance that underneath us are your 

everlasting arms, which will sustain us 

through everything we face day and night. 

In Jesusô name. Amen. 

The Parish Office will be 

closed on Monday, July 5
th
 

in honor of Memorial Day.  

Also, Becky will be out of 

the office on Friday, July 2. 

 

 

 

 

The Elkhart Lions Club  

is always in need of used 

eye glasses.  The Lions will see that your 

discarded eye wear gets to people in 

need.  There is a Red Donation Box where 

you can deposit your old glasses in the 

Common Room on the Library counter.  If 

you have any questions or concerns, please 

call Carter Elliott at 264-3639. 

 

 

 

Youth Group BBQ 

 

This August St. Johnôs Youth Group 

would like to host a ñBack to School 

BBQò for the local community youth and 

the church.  Any questions or comments, 

contact Bonnie Jacobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Fatherôs Day! 

June 20 
 

 

 

I thank God for my handicaps, for, 

through them, I have found myself, my 

work and my God.         -Helen Keller 

 

Nooma is here! 
Nooma comes from the Greek word ñpneumaò (like the spelling?) for Spirit.  Nooma is a 

DVD ï based series of simple discussions on spiritual things in life, hosted by Rob Bell, 

pastor of the Mars Hill Bible Church, located in Grand Rapids and a leader in the Emergent 

Church movement.  Nooma is about asking questions, open to all ages. 

 

St. Johnôs will host Nooma on ñSecond Sundaysò and ñSecond Wednesdays,ò facilitated by 

Fr. Dan.   
 

Our next Nooma series will be offered on:  

 

Sunday, June 20, following the 8 am Mass; the adult Bible Study group will join in.  Child-

care is available.  We will meet in the Theater Room. 

 

Wednesday, June 23, following the 9 am Mass.  We will meet in the Common Room. 

 

What to expect? 

 Good discussion.  Questions are more important than answers. 

 Prayer and reflection.  Simple. 

What to bring? 

 A friend!  

 A Bible might be helpful 

 A notebook might be helpful 

Why Nooma?  Nooma reaches out across the generations and touches upon issues that are 

eternal.  Nooma challenges us to look our life in Christ spiritually and to celebrate our lives 

together by asking essential questions.  Any questions?  See Fr. Dan. 
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Episcopal Church Women 

(ECW) 

 
 

The Episcopal Church Women exists to 

support all women in their mission and 

ministry in the world. 

 

Several discussions have taken place with 

regards to ECW sponsored programs for 

this fall.  Further announcements will be 

forthcoming through the August Tower 

and Sunday bulletins. 

 

The ECW officers wish St. Johnôs parish 

family a safe, warm and blessed summer. 

 

See you in the fall! 

 

Remember ï your participation will  make 

a difference! 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning June 1
st
 

through September 

3
rd

, the parish office 

hours for the summer 

will be 8:00 a.m. - 

3:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Vacation 

Bible School 

 

St. Johnôs will once 

again join with other 

downtown churches for Vacation Bible 

School July 12-16.  Grace Lutheran 

Church at 831 W. Marion will once again 

host VBS.  More information will follow 

in the Sunday bulletins. 

 

 

There has been some 

interest expressed for 

exploring the subject of 

prayer.  The use of a formal 

study guide would keep us 

on track, covering areas which bring 

questions for many of us.  In looking for 

such a guide, I found ñPrayer - An 

Adventure with Godò.  Some chapter 

headings include:  

 Å   Conversing with God 

 Å   Discovering Godôs Will 

 Å   Answered Prayer 

 Å   Relying on God 

There are 12 chapters, each 2-3 pages in 

length, which would probably allow us to 

be able to complete the study in 6 weeks or 

less.  I would like to begin this study in 

June or July to prevent conflict with other 

established bible studies.  The cost of the 

guild is $8.00.  Afternoon or evening 

meeting times are a possibility depending 

on the choice of participants.  For more 

information please call Jan Mato at 522-

4687 

Farewell 

 

Most of you have probably heard that I will 

not be the music director at St. Johnôs for 

much longer.  I am planning to pursue 

doctoral studies at the University of 

Kansas this coming fall, so my family and 

I are moving to the Kansas City, KS area 

by the beginning of August.  We feel that 

this is the right time in our life to make 

such a transition.  However, it isnôt easy 

saying ñgoodbyeò to St. Johnôs.  I have 

been very blessed to serve and worship at 

St. Johnôs and will miss this parish very 

much.  Thanks to all of you for your 

support and encouragement during my 

time here.  I want to especially thank the 

members of the Chancel choir not only for 

their dedication and commitment to the 

ensemble, but for their friendship and for 

welcoming me here two years ago.  I pray 

that my efforts at St. Johnôs have enriched 

and deepened your worship.  I will pray for 

St. Johnôs as you continue to grow in faith 

with Fr. Reppôs leadership.  Peace be with 

you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carrie Groenewold, Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Quiz 

 

 
 

Almost 600 years before Christ, the 

Babylonian army marched into Jerusalem, 

ravaging the city and destroying the 

glorious temple. Furthermore, the enemy 

soldiers took a large number of the cityôs 

inhabitants back to their country to serve 

as slaves. Later, an Old Testament book 

described the woes the Jews suffered 

because of the war. That book begins 

ñHow lonely sits the city that once was full 

of people! How like a widow she has 

become é. ò  

 

Choose the name of that book.  

A. Lamentations  

B. Obadiah  

C. Isaiah  

D. Amos  

 

Answer: See page 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time 

 Time is too slow for those who Wait, too swift for those who Fear, too long for those who 

Grieve, too short for those who Rejoice, but for those who Love, Time is Eternity.  

                                                                                                                  ðHenry Van Dyke 
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Christian 

parental guidance 

 

Å Begin each day 

with prayer. We all 

need divine 

guidance as we take 

on the challenges each day brings. Let 

children know youôll be praying for them 

while theyôre away from home. Then do 

so, several times throughout the day.  

 

Å Teach children that each new day is a gift 

from God. Be grateful for it. Wake 

children with humor. Caress them 

lovingly. Tell them God wants the best for 

them, and encourage them to get ready for 

whatever surprises the  

day might hold.  

 

Å Make childrenôs daily homecoming a 

cheerful occasion. Listen carefully to their 

experiences. Affirm that youôre proud of 

them and pleased to be their parent.  

 

Å Make home life joyful and memorable. 

Play games, tell funny stories, take walks 

and eat together. Build pleasant memories 

that kids will remember for a lifetime. Tell 

children you love them. 

 

 

Pantry needs:  Toilet Paper, 

Canned Fruit, Hand Soap / 

Hygiene Products 

           Please Help 

 

 

 

 

        Donôt forget to bring in your 

aluminum cans to raise funds and help 

reduce our debt.  Simply bring your 

empty, rinsed, and crushed aluminum cans 

in a trash bag and place them in the barrel 

under the stairs where the pop machine 

used to be.  Thank you all for your help! 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer for summer 

 

A rippling sea of green and gold  

Is shimmering before us  

As wind stirs the tall corn,  

Wave after green wave rises high,  

Reaching for the summer sun.  

 

Lord God,  

When you summon seeds  

From these furrowed fields,  

How readily they obey!  

 

Like the myriad crops,  

Help us grow steadily:  

Help us stretch, ripen  

Round out, unfold.  

 

In the warm rays of your strength,  

Help us yield goodness! 

 

 

Got a recipe youôd like to share?   

All you have to do is submit your recipe to 

the parish office by the Towerôs deadline 

date each month.  Just put it in Beckyôs 

mailbox or e-mail it to 

parishoffice2000@yahoo.com.  If you need 

to make a copy of your recipe, I will be 

happy to do that for you.  Becky 

 

 

 

The below recipe was 

taken from 

www.guideposts.com 

 

Pasta with Garden Vegetables ï Serves 4 

Spaghetti never tasted so goodðor so 

healthy. 
 

Ingredients 

 8 ounces uncooked angel hair pasta 

 1 cup each snow peas, sliced fresh 

mushrooms and thinly sliced 

carrots 

 1 cup chopped sweet yellow, red or 

green pepper 

 1/3 cup chopped fresh basil 

 2 garlic cloves, minced 

 2 tablespoons olive or canola oil 

 2 teaspoons cornstarch 

 1 cup chicken broth 

 ¼ teaspoon salt 

 3 medium tomatoes, peeled and 

chopped 

 ¼ cup grated Parmesan cheese 

 

 

Preparation 

1. Cook pasta. 

2. Meanwhile, in a nonstick skillet, saute 

the snow peas, mushrooms, carrots, 

pepper, basil and garlic in oil for 2ï3 

minutes. 

3. Combine cornstarch, broth and salt until 

smooth; stir into the vegetable mixture. 

4. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cook and 

stir for 3ï5 minutes or until vegetables are 

crisp-tender. 

5. Remove from heat; stir in tomatoes. 

6. Drain pasta; divide among four plates. 

Top with vegetable mixture; sprinkle with 

cheese. 

 

**Diabetic exchanges: 2 lean meat, 1½ 

starch. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please noteé 

 

If you have received a flower arrangement 

that was in a white plastic container, please 

return it to the church.   

 

Thank you,  

The Altar Guild 

 

The Declaration of Independence é 

gave liberty not alone to the people of 

this country, but hope to all the world, 

for all future time.  

                              ðAbraham Lincoln 
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Answer: A (See 1:1, NRSV.) 

 

Answer: Answer: C. (See Matthew 1:16.) 
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